Some of the traditional Indian families prepare coconut hair-oil in their houses. For this purpose, they mix equal quantity (by weight) of the dried leaves of Eclipta erecta (L.) Hassk, and pure coconut oil. The mixture is allowed to stand as such for almost a week. Later on the oil is filtered for use. The leaves of this common weed in India, which belongs to the family Compositae, impart a mild scent and brownish-green tinge to the hair-oil. Thus processed oil is supposed to be of medicinal use, not only to the hair but also for the scalp.
A bottle of the home-made coconut hair-oil, prepared in South India, was passed on to me by Miss S. V. Usha. The oil had semisolidified because of early winter season. Along the vertical walls of the glass bottle, I noticed certain flat and roundish colonies with concentric growth rings ( Fig. 1 ). Such growths are not frequently met with.
The growth in the bottle was like that of typical submerged fungal colonies without sporulation.
The bottle was exposed to sun light for 4 to 5 hr to melt the oil. This was done with a view to establish the nature of this unusual growth and to determine if they were crystalline depositions caused by the addition of the leaves of E. erecta. During the exposure to sun light the oil melted and the colonies lost their original shape. However, some hyaline thread-like structures settled at the bottom of the bottle. The latter (bottle) was then kept in an incubator for 48 hr at 27±1°.
The colonies as observed earlier reappeared on the vertical walls of the bottle. In due course of time they increased in diameter.
It suggested to me that this growth could be of fungal origin.
When a few bits of these colonies were observed under a microscope, they revealed the presence of septate and hyaline mycelia. The fungus was isolated pure by inoculating them in ten petri plates containing Czapek's medium, under sterile conditions. The plates were then incubated at 27±1°. Normally the fungus grows rapidly on Czapek's medium at 27±1°.
However, this inoculum, isolated from the coconut oil bottle, grew very slowly. This change in its growth rate could be attributed to its submersion state in oil for a long duration.
The organism growing in these petri plates developed colonies of 3.0-3.5 cm diameter only in 8 to 10 days. The fungus was identified 408 MUKERJI VOL. 13 as Aspergillus niger van TIEGHEM which is a very common saprophyte growing on various substrates. This when inoculated in pure coconut oil did not grow.
A few fungi are already known to be lypolytic (1). Aspergillus niger also grows on other oleaginous material such as castor seed (3) and olive kernels (2). EGGINS (1) has found that a number of lipids function as effective carbon sources for the growth of fungi.
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